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MTU Aero Engines is a long-standing German company with roots reaching

back to the dawn of aviation. Predecessor companies Rapp Motorenwerke,
Daimler and Benz—pioneers of powered flight—equipped the first powered
airplanes. In 1934, BMW Flugmotorenbau GmbH was founded, based in
Munich-Allach. It is the legal predecessor of MTU Aero Engines, with the
location remaining the same to this day. 2009 will mark the 75th anniver-

sary of the company’s founding.




Colorful
past

Since its founding, MTU Aero Engines has been through a string of
takeovers and changes in corporate identity and ownership. Legally,
it succeeds BMW Flugmotorenbau GmbH, founded in 1934. Forming
its nucleus was Rapp Motorenwerke, set up in 1913 by aviation
pioneer Karl Rapp in Munich-Milbertshofen. That company in 1917
became BMW AG, which in 1934 spun off its aircraft engine activi-
ties to protect its automobile and motorcycle production from the
clutches of the National Socialists. That move gave rise to BMW

Flugmotorenbau GmbH.
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plus top-level expertise and a wealth of experience is what MTU’s staff bring to the table year
by year. Most of these people have been in the grips of aviation passion from their youth. What
they produce are present and future high-tech engines. MTU’s development effort focuses on
tomorrow’s propulsion technologies. At any time in the engine manufacturer’s history, notable

personalities were at the company’s helm and set its course for an enduring future.




Notable personalities

Without the likes of Karl Rapp, Gustav Otto and Camillo Castiglioni, there would have been no
BMW AG, no BMW aircraft engine activities and hence no MTU. Over the decades, the founding
fathers were succeeded by other industry leaders that notably shaped the company and made

it what it is today.










In the limelight:
the employee

For MTU, its employees are the company’s most valuable asset. MTU has at all times acknowl-
edged its responsibilities for its workforce. If in earlier days, basic human needs like eating,
drinking and housing were primary concerns, issues such as corporate pension schemes, prof-
it sharing, flexible working hours and work life balance have come to the fore. Having changed

along with the issues also has the number of employees to look after: it rose from 3,500 in

1934, when the engine activities were spun off from BMW AG, to a peak of 18,000 in the years
of World War 1. Today, MTU Aero Engines’ workforce counts roughly 6,700 people at the
German locations—Munich, Langenhagen near Hannover and Ludwigsfelde near Berlin—plus

1,200 persons at the company’s locations in Poland, North America, China and Malaysia.
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